[Cases of suspected pediatric malpractice in casework material collected at the Department of Forensic Medicine, Medical University of Białystok in the years 2001-2006].
The authors analysed medico-legal opinions issued by teams of expert witnesses in the Department of Forensic Medicine, Medical University of Białystok. In the years 2001-2006 a total of 698 opinions in cases of suspected medical malpractice, including 44 (6.3%) pediatric cases, were issued. The opinions were ordered by police (9.3%) and prosecutors (90.7%). Medical malpractice was suspected in 20% of cases involving emergency procedures, 20% of cases involving family doctor's procedures and about 60% of cases involving hospital procedures. Medical malpractice was concluded in 9 (20.4%) cases, including 4 fatal demises.